2001 New Zealand Winter Championships





Queenslanders and Tasmanians won 20 of the 38 events, to New Zealanders’ 18,


at the 2001 NZ Winter Championships in Rotorua (September 25 - 29th), a close enough result for all “teams” to have benefited - and hopefully a promise that the visitors will be back again next winter. 





The outcome for the Kiwis was of an unexpected quality for this time of the year - leading up to the Commonwealth Games in Manchester next year.





Equivalent long course times, which were inside the Games standards for nomination, were recorded by Dean Kent - 200m, 400m medley, Steven Ferguson - 100m, 200m breaststroke, Melissa Ingram  - 200 backstroke, Hannah McLean - 100m backstroke, and Helen Norfolk - 400m medley.  And among those very close to these marks were Elizabeth van Welie, Nicholas Sheeran, Alison Fitch, Anthony van der Kraay and Jonathan Winter.  Looking good.





The Games qualifying period starts on January 1st 2002.





The national squads were revamped too - and for the first time ever, there are now more ELITE squad members (17) than there are in the NATIONAL Squad (15).  


The Youth Squads  - also swelled, bringing their total to 30.





	Elite Squad						National Squad





	975	Dean Kent				918 	Moss Burmester


	973	Steven Ferguson			915	Sarah Jackson


	951	Melissa Ingram			914	Matthew Dodds


	950	Elizabeth van Welie			913	Jonathan Winter


	948	Vivienne Rignall			908	Megan Allan


	945	Hannah McLean			903	Paul Sharplin


	941	Nicholas Sheeran			900	Natalie Bernard


	939	Karen Tait				899	Matt Martin


	938	Helen Norfolk				898	Kieran Daly


	936	Alison Fitch				898	Rebecca Linton


	935 	Jonathan Duncan			895	Richard Hawke


	934	Anthony van der Kraay		893	Jeannie Milne


	932	Monique Robins			890	Carissa Thompson


	931	Cameron Gibson			890	Saul Stephens


	930 	Scott Talbot-Cameron


	927	Elizabeth Coster


	927	Glenn Anderson





*** The Official Youth Squad update   will be available shortly.





�
TWENTY NEW ZEALAND RECORDS





National Records were being broken and re-broken throughout the meet.





Open: 	Dean Kent		200m medley	1.59.18	was 1.59.54 own


	Dean Kent		400m medley	4.12.04	was 4.12.85 own


	Alison Fitch		100m free	   55.19	was    55.77 Toni Jeffs


	


16 yrs	Mark Herring		  50m free	   23.41	was    23.52 Brad Herring


	Chris Hotchin		200 medley	2.06.92	was 2.07.00 Lee Burrow


	Melissa Ingram 	200m back	2.09.70	was 2.11.35 L.Lipscombe


	Melissa Ingram	100m back	1.01.86	was 1.01.94  -


								L.Lipscombe/M. Robins


15yrs	Richard Adamson	100m breast	1.04.87	was 1.05.61 S.Ferguson


	Richard Adamson	200m breast   	2.18.64	was 2.20.03 S.Ferguson


	Rebecca Linton	1500m free    16.58.01	was17.21.07  -


								Amy Brookes-Peterson


14yrs	Alan Thorpe		400m free	4.07.63	was 4.08.13  -	


	  						   	Anthony Van Der Kraay


	Alesha Wojtas		100m b’fly	1.04.83	was 1.04.88 N. Bernard


	Jennifer Simmiss	200m free	2.04.04(relay)	was 2.04.56 Catherwood


	Ben Pickersgill-Brown	200m free	1.56.06	was 1.56.96 Craig Hood


12/u	Kelly Newcombe	200m back	2.22.57	was 2.26.11C.Donoghue


	Kelly Newcombe	100m back	1.06.42	was 1.08.68 D. Kilkelly


	Kelly Newcombe	50m back	   31.34	was    31.99 D. Kilkelly





Relays: Canterbury women’s 4 x 200m free	8.16.34	was 8.20.74  	Canterbury


	S. Jackson, M. Allan, J. Toomey, H. Norfolk.


	Auckland women’s 4 x 100m free	3.49.80	was 3.51.74	Auckland


	H. McLean, E. Coster, N. Bernard, A. Fitch


	


TOP TEN CLUBS - POINTS





Duncan Laing Trophy:	Points for medals 5, 3, 1


North Shore Club takes the lead, with these points now going on to the 2002 Age Group Champs, and Open Championships.





North Shore 146, Aquagym 33, Enterprise 31, Neptune 27, Otumoetai, Heretaungi & Parnell 13, Wharenui 9, Howick Pakuranga 8, North Beach 7.





Overall Top-Ten Club Points:	North Shore		1072


				Parnell			  408


				Neptune		  328


				Aquagym		  313


				Capital			  310


				Enterprise		  217


				Otumoetai		  128


				Wharenui		  120


				QE II			  108


  Howick-Pakuranga	    101





�
NEW ZEALAND TITLEHOLDERS





Dean Kent (North Shore) was the top performer of the meet - complementing his 


top-spot of Elite Squad points total of 975 with his open record-breaking swim in the 400m medley, which scored 974 points.  His time of 4m 12.04s - clipped 0.81s off his own national short course open record.  





Kent also lowered his own open mark for the 200m medley - 1m 59.18s, and came within 1.37s of Jonathan Winter’s 100m medley mark of 55.30s for his third gold medal in this event.





But Kent’s place at the top of the Elite Squad was challenged by club mate Steven Ferguson - when he burst back into contention for the coming Games season with some excellent performances - and a points score of 973 for the 100m breaststroke.





Steven won five individual titles at this meeting  - sharing the 50m freestyle with Mark Herring when both registered the same time of 23.41s, and taking the 100m freestyle in 50.57s.   And he took home an extra three gold medals for his part in Auckland’s wins in the relay events 





In winning all three breaststroke events, Ferguson was very close to Paul Kent’s’


records in the 100m and 200m registering 1m 00.26s (59.94s) and 2m11.91s 


(2m11.64s).  





Another Olympian - Alison Fitch (North Shore) made an impressive comeback into the top ranks of New Zealand swimming.  She won the 100m freestyle in NZ open record time of 55.19s - 0.85s inside Toni Jeffs’ record,  - the 200m freestyle in 1.59.39s and the 50m freestyle in 25.89s.  Her busy schedule included a bronze medal in the 400m freestyle and anchoring all three of Auckland’s relay teams – 


the 4 x 100m freestyle team setting a national record.





Backstroke.


Men’s and women’s backstroke events produced five Elite Squad performances.  


Anthony van der Kraay (North Shore) moved up into the top group when he eclipsed a strong field in the 200m men’s event - clocking 1m 59.81s.


And then there were tense tussles in the women’s backstroke events.





Hannah McLean (North Shore) won the 50m title in a time of 29.02s, from Elizabeth Coster (Parnell) and Monique Robins (North Shore) - 0.51s separating the medallists.


The 100m backstroke title went to Hannah too with club mate Melissa Ingram and Helen Norfolk (Aquagym) in the minor placings - both wins in Elite Squad times of 29.02s and 1.01.18s respectively.


But Melissa broke Olympian Lydia Lispcombe’s record for 16 year olds when she won the 200m backstroke with a time of 2m 9.70s, - again Elite Squad times for her and silver medallist Hannah McLean (2m 10.63s).   





�
Butterfly.


The titles were shared in the women’s butterfly events.


Versatile Hannah score another gold medal in the 50m butterfly - Megan Allan (Aquagym) won the 100m butterfly event - 1m 02.09s, while Olympian Elizabeth van Welie (Neptune) had a comfortable win the 200m butterfly 2m 12.42s.





Nicholas Sheeran (North Shore) was a split second away from taking all three men’s butterfly titles.  He won the 100m - clocking 54.60s, while in the 200m he had a winning margin of 0.34s over Dean Kent with his time of 2m 00.34s.  


But the 50m butterfly was won by Jon Winter 24.89s and Nick Sheeran in second place – clocked 24.98s.





Thirty-year old Jon also won the 50m butterfly - 24.89s, a time which converts to 25.59s long course - and close to the Games standard of 25.00s.  





Winter championships medley events also produced four top bracket times. 


In addition to Dean Kent’s Elite Squad times in winning the 200m and 400m medley, Anthony van der Kraay notched up his second elite time when he come second in the 400m medley in a time of 4m 20.71s.


Helen Norfolk (Aquagym) climbed from 930 points for her 400m medley at the open national championships in April to 936 points for her winning short course time of 4m 41.63s.  She was just outside the standard for the 200m elite squad with her winning time of 2m 15.27s.





200m butterfly specialist Elizabeth van Welie added the 100m medley and 400m freestyle gold medals to her collection - clocking 4m 15.55s in the latter  - two seconds clear of Rebecca Linton (Howick-Pakuranga), reversing the positions they took in the summer long course nationals for this event.





Surprise.


The surprise performances of the meeting featured Glenn Anderson (Enterprise).


With only rare appearances on the national statistics lists in the past, Glenn not only won the 400m and 200m freestyle but also made the Elite Squad standard in the latter.





His 200m time of 1m 49.08s was marginally faster than in which Nick Sheeran won the title last year, and his 400m time of 3m 51.91s was faster than Jonathan Duncan’s 2000 title time when those events were held short course in Dunedin.





Other individual titleholders were:


Matt Martin (Enterprise) 800m freestyle 8m 09.40s


Moss Burmester (Otumoetai) 1500m freestyle 15m 36.69s


Cameron Gibson (North Shore) 100m backstroke 56.52s


Rebecca Linton (Howick-Pakuranga) 1500 freestyle 16m 58.01s  


Ella Rosenberg (North Shore) 33.42s.


Jeannie Milne (Wharenui) 1m 13.79s


Jane Copland (Erewhon) 2m 34.10s.





Relays


Auckland teams won five of the six relays - setting records in the men’s 4 x 100m medley - 3m 41.95s and women’s 4 x 100m freestyle - 3m 49.80s.


Canterbury lowered their own record in the women’s 4 x 200m freestyle relay with their time of 8m 16.34s.  Teams are listed above under Records.





