New Zealand  2002   Winter Championships

-   short course  -   Hamilton,  September 21 – 25th 

The atmosphere at the short course championships was conducive to good performances for several reasons,  even though our top swimmers were coming off a very busy time of Commonwealth Games, and Pan Pacific Championships.

Hopefully the derogatory term used by some that Hamilton’s Waterworld pool is a “slow” pool can now be dropped.  Admittedly it could be even faster if it was two-metres deep,  but the overheard comment when so many records were being toppled -  that the pool needed to be re-surveyed because it “must have shrunk”,  vindicated its usefulness.

National Squads.

With access to National Squad qualification being available at three only meets this year,  summer Opens,  NAGs  and Winters,  a flurry of newcomers were successful in the surge to make an appearance on the lists.  

Upgrades-only had been  permitted at international meets such as Commonwealth Games, Pan Pacs,  Oceania Championships and the Australian l/c Tri-series.

The World Squad consisted of only Dean Kent, but since April - Elizabeth van Welie, Toni Jeffs, Hannah McLean,  Alison Fitch and Helen Norfolk stepped up to join him.

National One Squad now boasts newcomers Sarah Jackson, Moss Burmester,  Scott Talbot-Cameron, Diane Bui-Duyet, and Kate Brookes-Peterson, while Robert Voss and Te Rina Taite are now included in the National Two Squad. 

Three sixteen year old girls have new Youth Squad status – Shannon Clayton,  Rebecca Annan and  Ayla Dunlop-Barrett,  and  additions to the Age Squad include Corney Swanepoel (16),  Alan Thorpe ( 15),  Joyce Wiegersma (14).  

Corney,  a new arrival from South Africa three months ago,  may not be eligible to claim the age-records he bettered in the grade for 16year olds,  as a six months residency is a requirement.  These performances included  200m medley 2m 06.37s (record is - 2.06.92),   50m butterfly  25.07s, and 25.91s  (26.14),  and Auckland record 100m fly  54.87s.  

Record Breakers

But the list of records kept officials busy.  Eight open marks tumbled.

Hannah McLean 
50m backstroke 28.48s – Monique Robins  28.76s  2000  

     and 

100m backstroke  1m 00.21s – Anna Simcic 1m 00.92s 1992

Alison Fitch

100m freestyle  54.56s – own  was 55.19s  2001

Diane Bui-Duyet
50m butterfly  27.14s – own  was 27.70  1999

Dean Kent

100m medley  55.26s – Jon Winter  55.30s 1998.

The latter was the only men’s medley record Dean did not currently hold. 

Relay marks were also impressively sought.

Womens 4 x 100m freestyle – 3m 45.49s   (was 3m 49.80s – Auckland)

 Nathalie Bernard  Hannah McLean  Diane Bui-Duyet  Alison Fitch  

Womens 4 x 100m medley-    4m 09.49s (was 4m 10.30s  Auckland.)


Hannah McLean,Carissa Thompson,  Diane Bui-Duyet,  Alison Fitch

Mens 4 x 200m freestyle – 7m 25.84s  (was 7m 25.85s  Auckland.)


Cameron Gibson,  Anthony van der Kraay,  Scott Talbot-Cameron, Dean Kent

Age-Group milestones:  New records – some re-broken several times 

17 years
Mark Herring         50m free  23.07s  (23.12s   Brad Herring 1999) 

Nathalie Bernard  100m fly  1m 02.68s  (1m 02.92s S. Hanley 1991)







= E. Coster  2000)

16 years
Rebecca Linton    1500 free  16m 53.19s ( 16m 56.80s K. Brookes-

Peterson 2000)

15 years
Georgina Toomey 50m fly 28.55s ( 29.08s M. Robins 1999)

                              and               100m fly  1m 04.32s (1.04.37s K. Torrance  1983)



Ben Pickersgill-Brown 200 free relay 1m 52.89s ( 1m 53.70s J. Steel 

1988)

13 years
Sally Green         50m fly  29.68s          (30.38s K  Hudson 2002)



Nicole Goldsmid 800m free 9m 08.95s (9m 09.53s C. Donoghue 98)

                               And       1500m free  17m 27.00s  (17m 38.19s C. Donoghue 98)



Matthew Gibson   50m brst  32.63s  (32.85s  Sam Bree  1997)



Kelly Newcombe  50m back  30.08s  (30.27s - own)

12/under
Jordyn Mahanga 100m brst 1m 14.65s (1m 15.64s own)



        and              200m brst 2m 41.28s (2m 42.51s own)              



Emily Thomas 100m relay back 1m 05.03s (1m 06.42s K. Newcombe)

Some very old records were among those -  

15yrs Girls 100 butterfly set by Kerrylyne Torrance 1983



15yrs Boys 200m freestyle set by John Steel in 1998



Open  womens 100m backstroke Anna Simcic  1992

Visitors’ successes

Nine visitor’s gold medals went back to Australia, after providing stimulating competition for the local teams.

Each of the four members of a NSW Touring Team scored wins –

Andrew Burns in the 50m and 200m backstroke,  

Luke Trickett in the 100m/ 200m breaststroke,  

Michael Higgins in the 200m butterfly,  

Lara Davenport  100m/ 200m butterfly  

Sarah Milne ( Tasmania)  won both the womens 100m/ 200m breaststroke.

New Zealand Titleholders

Summary:

Dean Kent  In addition to being awarded the Billie Fitzsimmons Trophy for the best l/c or s/c performances for the year starting September 2001 for his fourth placing in the world short course championships in Moscow,  Dean Kent took home five gold medals -  100m 200m and 400m medleys,  200m freestyle, 100m breaststroke.

Elizabeth van Welie  won her four gold medals in the 100m/ 200m breaststroke, 200m butterfly and 100m medley, and featured in thrilling 200m and 400m medley events with Helen Norfolk.   

Helen Norfolk.  It was great to see Helen show her international flavour  again,  with a convincing win in the 400m freestyle, and her medley successes – only 0.05s separated her and Elizabeth van Welie in the 400m  - where her winning time was 4m 42.69s

Scott Talbot-Cameron.  He was another with an impressive return to form -  taking 

out the three NZ  backstroke titles – pushed to the limit by Andrew Burns ( Australia)

Burns had a winning margin of 0.03s in the 50m,  Scott was 0.23s ahead in the 

100m, and Burns needed to better the NZ record in the 200m to touch first.

Hannah McLean  won the three women’s backstroke titles outright -  setting new open records in the 50m and 100m – the latter held by Olympian Anna Simcic since 1992. Her main opposition came from Melissa Ingram who set a record for the 17years grade for second place in the 200m.  

Alison Fitch  also impressed with her victories in the women’s 50m, 100m and 200m 

freestyle events – shattering her own 100m record by half a second with her time of 

54.65s, and nudging close to the Toni Jeffs  50m mark of 25.54s with her time 25.77s 

Moss Burmester  won the 100m and 200m butterfly titles

Robert Voss was also a double gold medallist -  400m and 1500m freestyle.

Other New Zealand titles were won by 

Rebecca Linton 800 freestyle,  Kate Brookes-Peterson 1500m freestyle,  Stephanie Laughton  50m breaststroke,  Diane Bui-Duyet 50m butterfly,  

Megan Allan 100m butterfly.  Corney Swanepoel  mens 50m butterfly,  

Brad Herring  50m freestyle,  Cameron Gibson 100m freestyle – 49.71s  

Matthew Woofe 800m freestyle,  Kieran Daly  50m breaststroke,  

Paul Sharplin  200m breaststroke.

Auckland teams won all six relays,  and North Shore was top–club on points by a wide margin.

Top Ten Clubs

North Shore,  Capital,  West Auckland Aquatics,  Aquagym,  

Howick-Pakuranga,  Otumoetai, Spirit of Southland,  Neptune, 

Jasi Swim Team,  Kiwi West Aquatics.

