Auckland Senior Age-Grades 2003 Championships

Waitakere City Aquatic Centre

January  9- 12

Playing absolute havoc with the Auckland senior championship race records, North Shore club’s Games-representative swimmers have shown top form prior to leaving for the world FINA cup meets in Europe this week. (14/01/03)

Hannah McLean toppled all three backstroke marks with her times of 29.77s for 50m,  1m 2.95s – 100m,  and 2m 15.70s – 200m as well as the 50m butterfly record when she clocked 28.79s. 

Medley specialist Dean Kent impressed with his three race-records – 

200m breaststroke in a time of 2m 20.42s which took over 5s off Steven Ferguson’s mark, he also claimed Moss Burmester’s 200m butterfly time of 2m 6.17s with the winning time of 2m 3.53s, and toppled the 200m medley championship record 

–2m 03.37s.

Cameron Gibson claimed Ross Anderson’s long standing mark when he won the 200m freestyle  in a time of 1m 53.09s, and also toppled the 50m backstroke championship record with his time of 27.35s.

In a thrilling 400m freestyle race Helen Norfolk (now swimming for North Shore) had a split second decision over fellow Games rep Alison Fitch, both going under the record with their times of 4m 21.18s and 4m 21.45s. Helen set another mark in the 400m medley of 4m 57.08s and Alison lowered her own 200m freestyle time to 2m 3.02s.

Another former Games swimmer Richard Lockhart – lost his 100m breaststroke mark which has stood since 1989 when Kieran Daly clocked 1m 6.29s, Nathalie Bernard ‘s 200m butterfly time 2m 26.65s toppled an even older mark, and 

Scott Talbot-Cameron impressed with his time of 59.30s for100m backstroke.

Others to break championship records in the younger grades were 

· Jeremy O’Shannessy (Bay of Plenty) 15yrs boys 400m freestyle 4m 13.03s, 

· Rachel Ah Koy (North Shore), bettered national youth squad status when she broke two Auckland breaststroke records (50m – 34.93s, 100m – 1m 15.49s) for 13 year olds.

· Nicholas Rolfe (Parnell) set a championships record in the 50m butterfly ( 28.57s) - one of his eleven titles in the same grade for boys

· Marc Hartley (North Shore) lowered the 16yrs boys 1500m to 16m 50.48s for his

fifth title.

Apart from Rolfe’s big bag of gold medals, others to dominate their grades were

Kendall Cochrane (Greerton) with eight visitor’s golds in the girls 13yrs grade.

Kirsten Hudson (Watties Swim City – Wellington) 9 wins after some strong 

challenges from Rebecca Clarke ( Parnell) – 14yrs grade.

Brooke Jackson (North Shore -15 yrs), seven outright wins for Auckland titles in 

freestyle, backstroke and medley events. 

Cameron Stanley (North Shore) – eight Auckland titles, three of which were when he 

finished second to visitors Mark Cooper (Northland) in the 200 medley , and 

Jeremy O’Shannessy  - in the 200m and 1500m freestyle. 15 years grade.

Jennifer Simmiss (Parnell) – 16years, a welcome return which was rewarded with 

seven titles in freestyle, breast-stroke, butterfly and medley  events.

In spite of many team members being away competing at the Sydney Olympic Youth meeting, North Shore Club headed the club points tallies and set a championship record for the Flying Squadron 10 x 50m relay - 4m 10.74s. 

Top clubs – 

finalists points:  North Shore 1297.5,  Parnell 899.5,  Roskill 551,  

West Auckland Aquatics 501.5,   Mt Eden 245.

Auckland Trophies:

Aunty Johnson Cup - Club points medallist 16yrs and under grades:

North Shore 489, Parnell 409, Roskill 362, 

West Auckland Aquatics 310, Mt Eden 167,  

Waterhole 143, Onehunga 107

Vice- Presidents Trophy: Girls 12/ 13/14 /15yrs 100 free – 200m free – 400m free



Carmen Ooi (Waterhole)  

