2003 Auckland Junior Championships

December 14/15 – 2002.

 One New Zealand record, two Auckland records and 13 championship race-records

tumbled when a record number of  2750 entrants  vied  for the 100 gold medals at   

  the Auckland junior swimming championships at the Waitakere City Aquatic Centre.

At least ten NZ regional associations were represented.  As well,  there were swimmers from Fiji, Tahiti, New Caledonia, and Victoria – Australia.

The visitors scored 58 wins – a well deserved  reward for providing excellent competition which featured many thrilling finishes.

The national record was claimed by Chris Adamson ( Howick-Pakuranga) who clipped 2.58s off the  mark for 12 year old boys 200m butterfly with his time of 2m 25.63s.

The two Aucklanders who claimed records in the youngest grade for 9 years olds were  Jessica Ah Koy ( North Shore) -  50m freestyle  33.10s (was  33.52s) and, as well as winning six gold medals in his own grade,  Ethan Moser (Onehunga)  claimed the 200m breaststroke record  when he clocked  3m 15.81s ( was  3m 18.05s)  to win the event for 10year olds.

The most prolific winner of Auckland titles was eleven year old  Thomas McEwan  (Roskill) – with ten gold medals,  followed closely  by ten year old Dani Koni (West Auckland Aquatics)- nine gold medals, and 12 year old Malcolm Richardson ( Roskill) -eight  gold medals.

The visiting ten-year-old twins David and Clair Benson ( Heretaunga Sundevils) also impressed when they took home ten visitors gold medals -  Clair  setting three championship race records in the 50m freestyle – 30.82s, 200m freestyle – 2m 29.11s  and the 50m butterfly – 33.90s.

Others to set race records included three twelve-year-olds Malcolm Richardson 200m breaststroke in a time of  2m 46.48s, and Rachel Maker (Tass) 50m backstroke - 33.51s , Jessie Blundell  (North Shore)  100m backstroke  1m 10.65s;  eleven year-old Tehaa Ihimaera-Wendt  (Capital)  50m backstroke - 33.14s;  ten year -olds Lauren Harris  (Sundevils) 100m butterfly - 1m 16.44s and Natalie Marsters (QE II) 100m breaststroke - 1m 28.34s and 200m breaststroke  -  3m 6.24s.

Hallyburton-Johnson Shield Top Ten Clubs were:  North Shore 404 points,  Roskill  355,  Waterhole  273,  Sundevils  270.5,  TWS 256,  West Auckland Aquatics 226.5,  Capital  214,  Tass 194.5, Parnell 161.5, Mt Eden  161.  

These points carry on to the Auckland senior- age, open and relay championships. 

