2004 Auckland Swimming Championships
Opens and Senior age - December 18-22nd 2003
ASA Junior (12/under) December 13-14th 2003
A new format:  a new time slot – pre-Christmas rather than January; record entries and the official post-mortems are still to come.

But an unexpected bonus was the amount of media coverage that resulted -  no doubt due, in part, by the avoidance of competing for “space” with the highly publicised January events such as cricket, tennis, the Rugby sevens and others.  News of the Auckland swimming championships went nation-wide too, through the Press Association.

Some coaches opted for the change to be able to hold their holiday camps without the championships looming, while others were delighted to be able to enter Australian State championships – also normally held in January.

Records

The presence of a very strong team from Japan added another dimension, and the record books now list their achievements.  Sixty-nine championships race records were set. – Listed below.
Elizabeth Coster (North Shore) bettered New Zealand open records three times -  

50m butterfly - 27.82s, and the 100m butterfly twice - 1m 02.04s and 1m 01.27s.

Auckland records set –

Michael Jack 
 18 years boys 400m freestyle - 4m 03.85s

Danielle Koni 
 11 years girls  50m backstroke - 33.69s.

Blake Bassett   11 years boys 50m backstroke - 33.37s
Jaeyoon Lee 
 10 years boys 200m breaststroke - 3m 05.90s.

Ethan Moser
 10 years boys 200m IM – 2m 47.99s, 100m breaststroke – 1m 27.51s

Freddie Bassett 9/under boys 100m backstroke – 1m 20.85s, 100m fly – 1m 17.44s.

Olympic Games qualifying times bettered 

For nomination purposes, the Olympic standards have to be registered at the 2004 Open NZ Championships in March-April, but three swimmers achieved these marks and several others were close at the Auckland championships.

Cameron Gibson – 200m backstroke 
2m 01.22s ( 2m.02.17) 

Hannah McLean – 100m backstroke      
1m 02.57s (1m 02.93s)

Dean Kent –           200m medley

2m 03.22s (2m 04.11s)

Alison Fitch and Toni Jeffs also showed early season form in their tussles for the women’s 50m freestyle titles.   Alison won both the open and 17/over titles by narrow margins.   Their times in the open event were 26.42 and 26.58s, and in the age group event 26.62s and 26.76s respectively. 

New Format:

The number of entries – proved the meet’s continued popularity. 


Seniors: 2136 from 398 swimmers, Juniors:  2499 from 430 swimmers.

The 12/under age group meet continued unchanged – using the timed final format.

But the innovative seniors meet combined the age groups, 13 through to 17/over grades, and Open events.  For the one entry fee, for say the 100m backstroke, swimmers had the options to swim the graded scratch heats, and then progress to their own age-group finals, and/or the separate opens final. 

Five day meet.  Ten sessions of no more than 3 hours each.

Heats in the morning, age-group finals in the evening, and open finals at the beginning of the following day’s evening session.  This system provided swimmers with the experience of the new three tiered   heats/ semi-finals / finals of international competitions.

ASA Championships Race Records:      69 new marks.

Open  
men
   50 free
Cameron Gibson (North Shore) 
   23.61

           
women
 100 free
Alison Fitch (North Shore)

   56.68


  “
 200 free
Sachiko Yamaka (Japan)

2.02.91


  “
 400 free
Sachiko Yamaka (Japan)

4.15.64


  “
 800 free
Sachiko Yamaka (Japan)

8.39.80

          
men    1500 free
Daniel Ryan (Waterhole)
          16.11.23


men
 100 back
Scott Talbot-Cameron (North Shore)    57.00


men
 200 back
Cameron Gibson (North Shore)
2.02.41


women   50 back
Hannah McLean (North Shore)
   29.76


women 100 back
Hannah McLean (North Shore)
1.02.57


women 200 back
Hannah McLean (North Shore)
2.15.90


men 
200 breast
Ben Labowitch (North Shore)

2.18.22


men
  50 butterfly
Corney Swanepoel (North Shore)
   25.07


men 
100 butterfly
Corney Swanepoel (North Shore)
   54.51


women  50 butterfly
Elizabeth Coster (North Shore)
   27.93


women 100 butterfly
Elizabeth Coster (North Shore)
1.01.27


men
 200 medley
Dean Kent (North Shore)

2.03.22


women 200 medley
Sawami Fujita (Japan)

2.21.51

18 years and over


men
800 free
Daniel Ryan (Waterhole)

8.39.26



  50 back
Scott Talbot Cameron (North Shore)    26.79



100 back
Cameron Gibson (North Shore)
   57.12



200 back
Cameron Gibson (North Shore)
2.01.22

100 breast
Ben Labowitch (North Shore)

1.06.24

200 breast
Ben Labowitch (North Shore)

2.19.56

       women
100 free
Alison Fitch (North Shore)

   57.15



400 free
Sachiko Yamada (Japan)

4.17.94



800 free
Sachiko Yamada (Japan)

8.39.80


          1500 free
Nathalie Bernard (North Shore)       18.12.64


200 breast
Sawami Fujita (Japan)

2.44.42



  50 butterfly
Elizabeth Coster (North Shore)
   27.82



100 butterfly
Elizabeth Coster (North Shore)
1.02.04



200 butterfly
Nathalie Bernard (North Shore)
2.27.97

17 Years


boys
100 free
Corney Swanepoel (North Shore)
   53.04



  50 butterfly
Corney Swanepoel (North Shore)
   24.82



100 butterfly
Corney Swanepoel (North Shore)
   54.59

girls
  50 free
Natsumi Misuochi (Japan)

   27.99


100 free
Nori Urabe (Japan)


   58.84


200 free
Nori Urabe (Japan)


2.05.84



100 butterfly
Miki Imai (Japan)


1.05.28



400 medley
Tracey Sheehan (West Ak Aquatics) 5.10.02
16 Years


boys
400 free
Jeremy O’Shannessy (Bay of Plenty) 4.12.19


200 back
Cameron Stanley (North Shore)
 2.10.81



  50 breast
Glenn Snyders (North Shore)
       
    30.75


100 breast
Glenn Snyders (North Shore)

 1.06.62


200 breast
Glenn Snyders (North Shore)
 
 2.24.17


200 medley
Glenn Snyders (North Shore)

 2.12.49

girls
200 free
Lauren Boyle (West Ak Aquatics)
 2.06.82

15 Years


boys 
400 free
Karl Pool (Waikato)


 4.12.94

14 Years


boys
  50 butterfly
Amini Fonua (Roskill)


   27.29


girls
200 free
Saki Akao (Japan)


2.07.82



400 free
Saki Akao (Japan)


4.29.45

13 Years


boys
  50 back
Kurt Bassett (Mt Eden) 

   30.72



200 breast
Malcolm Richardson (Roskill)

2.39.15



200 butterfly
Chris Adamson (Howick-Pakuranga) 2.20.71
12 years


girls
100 free 
Frances Harley (Capital)

1.02.87


          1500 free
Carmen Ooi (Waterhole)
          18.22.58



  50 back
Karen Armitage (HPK)
 
   32.72



  50 fly 

Frances Harley (Capital) 

   31.01

11 years
girls
   50 back
Danielle Koni
(WAQ)
                 
   33.69



100 back
Laura Harris (Sundevils) 
    
1.12.21



200 back
Sara Hablous (Hamilton)
  
2.34.05



400 medley
Laura Harris (Sundevils)
  
5.40.14

10 years
boys
100 breast
Ethan Moser (Parnell)

    
1.27.51



200 breast
Jaeyoon Lee (North Shore)
            3.05.90
9 / under

boys
200 free
Freddie Bassett (Mt Eden)
  
2.34.89



  50 back
Trenton Rademaker (WAQ)
               38.62



100 back
Freddie Bassett (Mt Eden)
 
1.20.85



  50 fly

Freddie Bassett (Mt Eden)
           
   34.80



100 fly

Freddie Bassett (Mt Eden)
            1.17.44

