2004 Australian Age Championships

Perth - April 14-18th.

Congratulations to the eight Kiwis who won medals at the Australian Age championships in Perth - April 14 – 18.

15 years:  Karl Poole (Waikato) 

1st 1500m freestyle  
16m 11.54s, 

3rd 400m freestyle 
4m 07.06s


     Matthew Gibson (Waikato) 
2nd 100m breaststroke 1m 06.84s







3rd 200m breaststroke  2m 25.46s


     Jared Sandri  (Southland)

3rd 400m medley  
 4m 43.59s

     
     Kelly Newcombe (Auckland) 
3rd 100m backstroke 
 1m 05.17s






 
3rd 200m backstroke 
 2m 19.54s

 14years:   Rachel Loo (Wellington)

3rd 200m breaststroke  2m 45.64s


     Jordyn Mahanga (Wellington
3rd 100m breaststroke  1m 15.86s

13 years:  John Gatfield (Wellington)

1st 100m backstroke  
 1m 02.57s







2nd 200m medley
 2m 18.16s-NZ rec


     Emily Thomas ( HBPB)

2nd 100m backstroke 
 1m 05.70s

Over 60 New Zealanders took part.

A fifteen strong New Zealand team,  21 from Auckland Clubs, and representatives from Southland, Wellington, Hawkes Bay–Poverty Bay,  Counties,  Wairarapa, Otago, Manawatu, Bay of Plenty, Canterbury  and Waikato.

The presence of a strong team from Great Britain made an impact on the meet, with visitors competing in the heats for the two places available to them in a final.    

The Brits’  22 gold medals included-

Michael Rock and Matthew Edwards tied for first in the 17/18yrs boys 100m butterfly with their time of 55.13s – Matthew winning the 200m in 2m 0.05s.

Gemma Spofforth won the 100m and 200m backstroke events for 16 year old girls -  1m 3.47s and 2m 15.14s.   

The 15 year old girls breaststroke was dominated by Grace Callaghan and Stacey Todd - Stacey also winning the 200m medley and Stephanie Proud taking the 200m backstroke and 400m medley.  Four gold medals for boys in this grade went back to England too.  Martin Handley winning the 50m freestyle in 24.23s and the 200m medley – 2m 10.41s and Daniel Coombs the 200m backstroke and 400m medley.

Francesca Halsall won four events in the grade for 14 year olds - 50m, 100m freestyle, 100m butterfly and 200m medley, while 13 year old Elizabeth Simmonds went one better with five gold’s. In a sparkling display her times were – 100m backstroke 1m 03.55s, 200m backstroke 2m 16.28s, 200m freestyle 2m 07.20s, 400m freestyle 4m 24.58s, 200m medley 2m 20.19s.

Along with all of their silver and bronze medal winning performances, these representatives from Great Britain must have registered a wake-up call to the Aussies and Kiwis, with the next Commonwealth Games to be held in Melbourne only two years away.  

New Pool for Melbourne 2006 Commonwealth Games.

Such is the popularity of swimming in Australia, a purpose built pool with 10,000 spectator seats will be built for the 2006 Commonwealth Games.

Their current facility seats only 2500.

Warren Green – Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre manager said that this is a Government project being built for “Major Projects Victoria.”

It has been succinctly described as a steel pool, which is to go in the hole.

Architects – Pebble Thorp Architects    (contact person Peter Brook)

Major Projects Victoria contact person - Stuart Thompson.

