AUCKLAND   “OPEN”   CHAMPIONSHIPS

For the last twenty-eight (28) years the Auckland Open championships have been just that, OPEN.  No visitor medals, titles can be won outright, by anyone who enters, provided they are a member of FINA of course - through their own federation. New Zealanders and others.

The only special provision for Aucklanders, at THEIR open championships, is that the donated trophies are awarded to Aucklanders. Wellingtonian Jordyn Mahanga won the title and gold medal for the women’s 100m breaststroke, but Emma Blake was presented the Centennial Cup for the first Aucklander.

Two exceptions on the trophies - visiting clubs are included in the points for the 

Hally Burton Johson Shield, and if visitors are in the top eight of the 50m men’s and women’s freestyle – they are included in the Batty Cup dual relay – a fun event where swimmers draw for lanes and partners for a 2 x 50m relay.

Fifteen gold medals go South.

The open events were separated from the Auckland age-group championships two years ago.  And - to fill the need for more competition for both groups of swimmers at this time of the year - older swimmers also swam in a new age-group - 17years and over, which made the age-group championships a better meet too.

This year - fifteen of the 34 individual gold medals were won by non-Aucklanders.

And no-one complained.  The visitors provided excellent competition – and the meet was just what everyone needed.

Neither was there a problem 

· of whether or not a resident of Auckland still represented another country     at international meets, and therefore was not eligible for the title.  

· nor the six-months residency requirement for a new arrival to take a title.   

NZ titles and records Eligibility.

But the application of this eligibility clause on a national basis will be hard to administer, unless all non-eligible swimmers, regardless of age, have a stand-down period before they are allowed to join our clubs.

An Option ?  Perhaps swim “un-attached” for the six months - as happens in USA.

It is easy enough to cite Zoe Baker (England), Diane Bui-Duyet (France) and other internationals who take up residence here - but the problem has now filtered down to the youngest grades.  There was a protest during the 2003 New Zealand Junior championships for 12 years and under, on just this count.

Club enrolment forms, asking prospective members to declare their residency status, are already overdue.  Then it would be the club’s responsibility to ensure compliance.

Record application forms may also need to have a residency declaration panel ?

Asian names are easy to recognise, but a child from Australia, England, South Africa could easily escape “detection” and slip into the system. 

Even though Aucklanders may be prepared to give away their open grade gold medals – there is a restriction on their cash hand-out for breaking a long course NZ record.  Must have been an Auckland swimmer for the current season, and the previous one – a stand-down period.

A.S.A. Open Championships  2003

Winners:

Men          
rr = race record                Women

100 free

Matthew Palmer  WAQ  
   52.75

Caroline Pickering  WAQ  
   58.05

200 free

Robert Voss  W’ton
1.54.53

Hannah McLean  NSS
2.06.55

400 free

Robert Voss  W’ton
4.03.72

Shannon Clayton  W’ton
4.26.59

1500 /800
Moss Burmester  BP        16.15.02 rr
Shannon Clayton  W’ton
9.08.04

50 back

Cameron Gibson  NSS
   27.56

Hannah McLean  NSS
   30.15 rr

100 back
Brent Griffiths  ROS
1.03.30

Hannah McLean  NSS
1.04.07 rr

200 back
Todd Morton  W’ton
2.13.62

Melissa Ingram  NSS
2.16.89

50 breast
Nathan Tucker  W’ton
   31.53

Jordyn Mahanga  W’ton
   35.44

100 breast
Dean Kent   NSS

1.07.68

Jordyn Mahanga  W’ton
1.16.91

200 breast
Dean Kent   NSS

2.25.04
         *
Jordyn Mahanga  W’ton   
2.16.89  rr

50 fly

Moss Burmester  BP
   25.74

Elizabeth Coster  NSS
   29.05 rr

100 fly

Moss Burmester  BP
   56.08

Megan Allan  CANT
1.04.34

200 fly

Moss Burmester  BP
2.03.66 rr
Aleisha Keating  W’ton
2.22.90

200 medley
Dean Kent   NSS

2.08.84

Caroline Pickering  WAQ
2.26.03

400 medley
Dean Kent   NSS

4.38.75

Ying Jie Ow   PAR
5.21.74

                                                                                               *   = NZ 13yrs record

Mens 800
Anthony van der Kraay
8.39.52

Womens 1500





Melissa Ingram NSS        17.31.47  rr

5km Open Water
Daniel Ryan Waterhole   62m28.46s
Kate Brookes Peterson    60m 22.91s


Batty Cup
Matthew Palmer and Te Rina Taite  51.87s.

New Caledonian Trophy – best performance by a visitor :  Moss Burmester  BP – 200 fly.

