2002   Commonwealth  Games  Qualifiers.

With the shortened Games qualifying period this time – January 1st to May 31st  at least three swimmers have already logged performances inside the Games standards for nomination.

At the Auckland senior-age championships  early in January Dean Kent  was well inside the mark for the 400m medley with his time of  4m 20.85s –  but he departed for Sydney before the 200m medley was swum.

Within a week,   at the New South Wales championships,  Dean recorded a faster time of 4m 20.40s for the 400m and also qualified for the 200m medley -  with his time of 2m 04.75s.  

Fellow Olympian Steven Ferguson clocked 28.96s for 50m breaststroke – to be in with a chance to contest this  event being held for the first time at a Commonwealth Games.

And staking a claim for his first time in a Games team -  was a third  North Shore swimmer  Cameron Gibson.  His time for the 200m backstroke was 2m 02.25s ( standard 2m 02.50s).

 More of the performances in Sydney hold promise.

Alison Fitch’s 200m freestyle times in the heats and finals were 2m 01.96s and 2m 01.81s – close to the Games standard  of 2m 01.30s, and edging closer to Rebecca Perrott’s record for this event set almost 25 years ago  at the Edmonton Commonwealth Games of 2m 00.63s. 

Similarly  Nicholas Sheeran  gave notice,   when he was just 0.04s outside the Games QT  of 25.00s in Auckland when he registered 25.04s for the 50m butterfly in a tense tussle with Jonathan Winter who clocked 25.24s.

Nicholas was again close to this mark in Sydney with his 50m butterfly time fof 25.10s.

