FINA World Cup -  Short Course -  Melbourne

November 28 - 30th 2003

Just a few observations from this international  – the results and reports of which have been  well covered on  the web-sites,   including the  two world breaststroke records by Leisel Jones (Australia) 1.06.30s and 2.17.75s;  impressive performances by the multi-talented  Michael Phelps (USA); and one-off appearances by  Ian Thorpe and Michael Klim  in the 50 freestyle – the event won by highly ranked USA swimmer Jason Lezak – 21.68s.

A Warning:  

Be aware that not all FINA meets have the same rules.

The FINA Bureau can make the conditions for each of their meets,  but these 

conditions have to be circulated twelve months in advance.

Also,  read the bylaws as well as the rules in the FINA handbook.

There was a huge delay before the start of the morning-session heat of the men’s time-final 1500m freestyle. Finally an announcement was made that the delay was in the interests of fair-play.  No more, and we continued to sit.

It appears that there had been two scratchings from the fastest heat,  to be swum at the finals sessions. And some swimmer(s) must have  assumed they  would be substitutes into that fastest heat  - and had left the pool for an early lunch and sleep.

Instead of allowing the empty lanes in the fastest heat to be filled -  the missing swimmer(s) were summonsed from their hotel,  and had to swim as per programme.

By law  BL 6.3.6.8 – …..  at the discretion of the Bureau 800/1500 events may be conducted on a  timed finals basis with the fastest heat only conducted during the finals session.   

The only references to substitutes for scratchings, is where there is advancement to the finals, from heats or semi-finals. 

So the fastest heat of the 1500 was swum with six starters at the evening session,  but there had  been a re-seeding of lanes ?

The Pool:

To allow  the  events to be centre stage for the 2,500 spectators, the 25m  competition section was in the middle of the pool, with both starts and turns  from bulkheads. 

Beyond the bulkhead  at one end of the pool – there were lane ropes across the pool for a   warm-up / warm-down 25m area under the diving towers,  and at the other end – the floor of the pool had been raised to deck level,  and this was the presentation, interview area.

Multiple T- cross line markings on the floor of the pool indicated many other pool configurations had been catered for.

Protocol:
Swimmers baskets did not appear during  the heats sessions. 

Competitors walked out ready to start.

The big-screen briefly showed the start-reaction time  for each lane – “gun”  to feet leaving the blocks.  And then provided a good visual  account of the race in close up

At the finish of the event, those placed second and third went dripping wet straight to the dais area, and the winner went straight to the adjacent interview area,  

no towels, tracksuits, combs etc. 

No medals – just three cheques for $1,500  - $1,000 - $500 US dollars and a gift of a sponsor’s  product for each of the place getters.  Very slick – all to a pre-timed schedule.

Action re-play ?

I would love to see an action re-play of the women’s 50m breaststroke final.

It all happened too fast.  I was all set for another admiring look at Leisel Jones’s  double-surge style that had taken her to two world records in the 100m and 200m.

But in the next lane, in dramatic contrast was another Australian -Brooke  Hansen,  using the “high-rise” breaststroke  style.  

Brooke won the sprint -  30.24s to Leisel’s 30.57s.

World short course record 29.96s.  But a new FINA Cup race-record – (was 30.31s.) 

