Another Page from the Past

HIGH CLAIMS

Excerpts from an article which appeared in the 1940 NZ Championships programme, Riddiford Baths Lower Hutt – in NZ’s Centennial Year 1940.

It was written by Baxter O’Neill who was, for 42 years, N.Z.A.S.A’s secretary from 1918 to 1959, and NZ President for 3 years.

The First 50 Years – to 1940

“The genesis of the NZ Association is thus described by Mr. St Clair.

         “
Auckland Swimming Club officers formed the NZ Swimming Association


on December 21st 1889. A number of representative swimmers attended 

a meeting convened by Mr St Clair, then secretary of the club, to 

discuss the question of forming a national association.”


This was a preliminary meeting to that of January 4th 1890 at which the 

Association was formally constituted.

The first Association championship was swum off under the Auckland 

Club management in a jubilee gathering in the Calliope Dock on 

January 30th 1890. The winner H.J. Bailey hailed from the club whose 

officers had been so instrumental in establishing the Association.

“Swimming in New Zealand had, of course, preceded the formation of the Association. Its organisation on a club basis dates from 1880.

“The N.Z.A.S.A is the senior Swimming Association in the Pacific, and as far as can be ascertained, it anti-dates any other Association in the Empire outside of England.  The A.S.A of England was then four years old; 

there was no organised swimming in America (as late as 1894 there were only two swimming clubs in U.S.A) and the New South Wales A.S.A - the oldest in Australia - had yet to be formed.

“The first New Zealand championships’ meeting was conducted by the Wanganui Centre in 1905.  Prior to that date the championships had been allotted to clubs and [events] had been decided at different venues and times.

“AS FAR AS IS KNOWN, NEW ZEALAND HAS THE HONOUR OF HAVING CONDUCTED THE FIRST NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP MEETING IN THE WORLD.

“It was not until many years afterward that this system was followed by other nations.    

“The year 1905 is notable for the appearance in the Association records of the name that was to become famous in another sphere in later years –

B. C. Freyberg.  He used his swimming prowess at Gallipoli in World War I

which earned him a Victoria Cross for outstanding bravery. 

And later he became Governor General of New Zealand”. 

2004 Note: Freyberg Shield still contested annually between Regions.

