Jack Lyons -  Master Swimming Coach

D. J. (Jack) Lyons – the coach of the only New Zealand swimmer to have held world long course swimming records died last month aged 94 years.  
His famous charge was Phillipa Gould who set 100m, 110yds, 200m and 220 yards world backstroke records during 1957 and 1958.

But Jack could claim many other “firsts” in the local swimming world.

As a young man he was appointed pool manager of the Enfield Pool – Sydney’s first long course pool.  Seven years later he became the manager of the first long course pool in New Zealand – the Newmarket Olympic pool.  During his 29 years in that position,  that pool hosted the 1950 Empire Games swimming, diving and water polo events. 
As a coach, his diving squad could fill the Newmarket venue for their displays, while the four girls in the 1958 team to the Cardiff Empire Games were all trained by him - Phillipa Gould and Tessa Staveley winning medals.  With these successes, he was in demand for lectures and as an examiner of coaches, when these were first introduced.
Finally, in 1969 he became the first manager of the Swimarama Pool in Mt Wellington, Auckland - a post he held for 15 years before, in his retirement, he was retained as a consultant and inspector. In 1972 he was inducted as one of four Master Coaches by the then Professional Coaches Association.    He is survived by two sons Max and John.
Uncanny Co-incidence

When Daniel Ryan was a 17 year old he set an Auckland record for 1500m freestyle at 16m 21.59s. Last month his 17 year old brother Phillip recorded 16m 21.59s for 1500m freestyle at the Auckland championships to become the joint holder of the mark..

