2003 New Zealand Open Swimming Championships

Kilbirnie Pool
Wellington

April 13th to 17th
The combination of who was striving to win the championship’s gold medal, and who was at the same time seeking to better the stiff standard  to go the world long course championships in Barcelona in July, certainly produced some impressive performances. 

Highlights included

· Eight open records toppled.

· Seven swimmers qualifying for the world championships.

And at least three others missing by a whisker.

· Cameron Gibson’s  five titles in backstroke and freestyle

· Brad Herring claiming Nicholas Sanders’ 50m freestyle record set in 1990.

· Alison Fitch coming ever closer  to snatching Rebecca Perrott’s even

older 200 freestyle mark  set in 1978.   2m 00.99s – 2m 00.63s

· Dean Kent,   producing  a personal best 200m medley 

· The Auckland team in the women’s 4 x 200m freestyle relay clocking a

world championships qualifying standard.



Another talking point of the championships was the dominance in individual events of the North Shore Club.  Of the 34 titles up for grabs they won 20 of the 22 Auckland gold medals.  And placed six swimmers in  the seven member team to  the world championships team.  

The seven to qualify were Dean Kent  ( 200m and 400m medley),  Corney Swanepoel ( 50m and 100m butterfly) ,  Cameron Gibson (200m backstroke),  Hannah McLean (100m backstroke),  Alison Fitch (200m freestyle),  Elizabeth van Welie (400m medley),  Helen Norfolk (400m medley).

Among those  very close were -  Moss Burmester whose  200m butterfly time of 1m 59.36s  missed by 0.22s,  Scott Talbot Cameron’s 50m backstroke time -  26.26s (std – 26.14s), Melissa Ingram’s 200m backstroke -  2m 15.16s (std 2m 14.50) 

Another sterling effort to try to qualify for the world championships  5km open water event  was by Kate Brookes-Peterson.  She had won the   NZ 5km title at Lake Rotoma in February with her time -  60m 22.91s.  She also holds the Oceania  and  Australian titles for this event.  She was required to do a pool time-trial chasing a standard of 58m 28s – that is, repeating  50 x 100m at a rate of 1m 10s.

Her time for the 5000m pool trial was 60m 19.19s.

Relay Selections

The final composition of the women’s 4 x 200m freestyle relay is yet to be announced.
The conditions for selection allow for a potentially controversial decision.

“ Relay selections, additional to the individual swimmers,  will be made if the combined times from the fastest four equal or better the SNZ relay standard…..”

“Relay alternates will be considered under the same conditions ….”

“Exceptions:  In the event of a potential relay member has a performance which would qualify  a relay team in the 12 months prior to the 2003 NZ Open Championships and being unable to compete in that competition due to illness or injury then that previous performance will be considered …” 

The split times of the Auckland team at the championships were:

Alison Fitch  2m 00.99s,  Hannah McLean  2m 03.60s,  Sarah Jackson  2m 05.98s,  Helen Norfolk  2m 02.58s.  

Their combined time -  8m 13.17s ( std – 8m 17.13s) bettered the New Zealand regional-teams record by a huge margin -  17.03s.  That record was -  8m 30.20s.  The   NZ Rep. Teams record is   8m 14.98s,  set at the Atlanta Olympics by Alison Fitch,  Sarah Jackson,  Anna Wilson,  Dionne Bainbridge.

Exciting Races

Cameron Gibson  featured in several close finishes for his five titles.

The men’s 50m backstroke final promised to be thrilling when Scott Talbot-Cameron bettered Tane Strickland’s open record in the semi-finals with his time of 26.44s (was - 26.56s).  Both Scott and Cameron bettered this mark in the final – registering  times of 26.26s and 26.23s respectively.

The pair had another tussle in the men’s 100m backstroke final -  Cameron winning in 56.27s, and Scott clocking 56.91s.  But Cameron was in a class of his own in the 200m backstroke – with a winning margin of 4.77s over Scott – to clock 2m 00.61s.

The men’s 100m and 200m freestyle titles were well earned by Cameron too.

In a blanket finish he  out-touched Brad Herring – their times were 51.54s and 51.65s respectively,  and in the 200m event Cameron headed Dean Kent and Robert Voss in another close finish.

Brad Herring had a great moment of triumph when he claimed  the long standing 50m freestyle mark set by Nicholas Sanders when he clocked 23.32s in Rome in  1990.  The record now stands at 23.27s.   The minor medals in this event went to brother Mark Herring  23.78s  and Corney Swanepoel  23.92s. 

Corney impressed with his two butterfly titles in the 50m and 100m events, when he set records for the 17years grade in both the semi-finals and finals of both events,  just missing his open records in each case.

The Fiji representative swimmer,  Caroline Pickering who was competing as a member of the West Auckland Aquatics Club - won the women’s 50m freestyle – 25.90s and was second equal in the 100m event 58.63s with Georgina Toomey.

Helen Norfolk’s return to form was another pleasing feature of the meet -  when she won the 400m freestyle,  200m medley and placed second to Alison Fitch in the 200m freestyle and Elizabeth van Welie in the 400m medley – the event which qualified her for the world championships team. 

A new name among the titleholders -  Annabelle Carey (Wharenui)   won all three breaststroke titles,  putting her name into the records-book too when she set a 50m time for 14 year olds of 33.49s . Hayley Cockburn had set the mark at 33.62s in 1995.   Glenn Snyders ( North Shore)  was second in all three men’ breaststroke events setting  records for 16year old boys,  in each.

NZ RECORDS   at NZ Open championships




Record
   
   was


Hannah McLean
Open 100m backstroke

1.02.23  
1.02.27

     
Hannah McLean    
Open 50m backstroke

   29.29

   29.64


Scott Talbot-Cameron
Open 50m backstroke

   26.44

   26.56


Cameron Gibson
Open 50m backstroke

   26.23

   26.44


Dean Kent

Open 200m medley

2.02.24

2.02.72


Brad Herring

Open 50m freestyle

   23.27

   23.32


Georgina Toomey
Open 50m butterfly

   27.87

   27.94

Women’s 4 x 200 freestyle relay



8.13.15

8.30.20


    Alison Fitch, Hannah McLean, Helen Norfolk, Sarah Jackson

Julia Toomey

Girls 17yrs 50m butterfly
   28.66

   27.81


Corney Swanepoel
Boys 17 yrs 50m butterfly
   24.57

   25.30





Boys 17yrs  50m butterfly 
   24.23

   24.57





Boys 17yrs 100m butterfly
   53.92

   54.55





Boys 17yrs 100m butterfly
   53.85

   53.92


Georgina Toomey
Girls 16yrs  50m butterfly
   27.87 

   27.94


Glenn Snyders

Boys 16yrs 100m breaststroke
1.06.41

1.06.50





Boys 16yrs 100m breaststroke
1.05.56

1.06.41





Boys 16yrs 200m breaststroke
2.20.81

2.23.33


Annabelle Carey
Girls 14yrs    50m breaststroke
   33.49

   33.62

Verity Hicks

Girls 14yrs 1500m freestyle   17m 21.76
           17.35.30

Jordyn Mahanga 
Girls 13yrs 100m breaststroke
1.13.91

1.14.16

TOP-15   ranked by FINA Points: - over 900



968
Dean Kent

200 medley 

2m 02.24s


961
Corney Swanepoel
50 butterfly
  
      24.23s


959
Cameron Gibson
200 backstroke

2m 00.61s


958
Hannah McLean
100 backstroke

1m 02.23s


955
Alison Fitch

200 freestyle

2m 00.99s

950
Moss Burmester
200 butterfly

1m 59.36s

945
Scott Talbot-Cameron
  50 backstroke

      26.26s

940
Elizabeth van Welie
400 medley

4m 47.40s

929
Helen Norfolk

400 medley

4m 49.56s

928
Matthew Palmer
  50 butterfly

      24.78s

925
Melissa Ingram

200 backstroke

2m 15.16s

924
Caroline Pickering
  50 freestyle
  
      25.90s


912
Anthony van der Kraay
400 medley

4m 28.89s

908
Brad Herring

  50 freestyle

      23.27s

902
Dominic Toomey
100 butterfly

      55.79s

Top 50 - ranked by “NZ Squads System” - percentage-off world 5th  standard time 

Dean Kent  

101.443

200 medley

Cameron Gibson
101.686

200 backstroke

Hannah McLean (NZR) 101.849
100 backstroke

Corney Swanepoel
101.892

  50 butterfly

Alison Fitch

102.049

200 freestyle

Elizabeth van Welie
102.201

400 medley

Helen Norfolk

102.969

400 medley

Scott Talbot-Cameron
103.160

50 backstroke

Caroline Pickering
103.228

50 freestyle

Moss Burmester
103.279

200 butterfly

Melissa Ingram

103.507

200 backstroke

Matthew Palmer
104.205

50 butterfly

Anthony van der Kraay 
105.257

400 medley

Brad Herring

105.532

50 freestyle

Rebecca Linton

106.274

400 freestyle

Scott Cantley

106.307

50 butterfly

Verity Hicks

106.362

1500 freestyle

Steven Lim

106.398

50 backstroke

Annabelle Carey
106.656

50 breaststroke

Dominic Toomey
106.673

100 butterfly

Robert Voss

106.698

200 freestyle

Kelly Newcombe
106.710

100 backstroke

Shannon Clayton
106.968

800 freestyle

Ayla Dunlop-Barrett
106.991

200 medley

Arjun Haszard

107.020

800 freestyle

Megan Allan

107.078

50 butterfly

Georgina Toomey
107.078

50 butterfly

Ben Pickersgill-Brown
107.091

200 freestyle

Kate Brookes Peterson
107.100

800 freestyle

Nicole Goldsmid
107.177

1500 freestyle

Mark Herring

107.182

100 freestyle

Kieran Daly

107.210

50 breaststroke

Glenn Snyders

107.234

200 breaststroke

Elizabeth Coster
107.304

50 butterfly

Michael Jack

107.355

400 freestyle

Julia Toomey

107.732

50 freestyle

Tracey Sheehan

108.075

400 medley

Sarah Jackson

108.079

200 freestyle

Clare Carter

108.232

100 backstroke

Kurt Crosland

108.310

50 backstroke

Chantelle Cowlrick
108.352

1500 freestyle

Daniel Ryan

108.560

800 freestyle

Andrew McMillan
108.557

200 butterfly

Tom McDonald

108.701

1500 freestyle

Damian Braddock
108.799

400 medley

Te Rina Taite

108.837

100 freestyle

Lauren Boyle

109.047

50 freestyle 
(106.665  BF 200 free)

Chris Hotchin

109.236

200 medley

Jordyn Mahanga 
109.415

100 breaststroke

Paul Sharplin

109.421

100 breaststroke

Trophies

Pettit cup

Best performance of the meet

            Dean Kent

Yaldhurst Shield
Most Regional gold medals


              Auckland 

Freyberg Shield
Regional points: Open, NAGs, Div II

              Auckland  

Cain Trophy

Club points: Finalists Opens, NAGs, Div II              North Shore

Laing Trophy

Club points: Medallists Winners,Opens NAGs        North Shore

Stalag Shields (2)
4 x 100m free men’s and women’s relays
              Auckland 

Darmstardt Cup
Mens 100m freestyle title


  Cameron Gibson

Sth Australian Trophy Womens 100m freestyle title


           Alison Fitch

Roland St Clair Cup
Mens 5km title




   Moss Burmester

Aunty Brown Cup
Women’s 5km Title


    Kate Brookes-Peterson

International Award
2002 closest to world record


            Dean Kent

Brockett Awards
15yrs/u 2002 best performances Boys:   Ben Pickersgill-Brown








      Girls:
  Kelly Newcombe

Baxter O’Neil Trophy
Swimmer of the year 

(2002 Open champs to / 2003 Opens)        Elizabeth van Welie



