Standards for New Zealand Records.
Two recent queries have been received about the few remaining STANDARDS for New Zealand age group records, 16 years after their introduction – regarding  their origins and the process used to set them   A brief explanation -
Prior to July 1st 1991 there were only two categories for New Zealand records - OPEN and JUNIOR (under 16 years).  In 1991, yearly grades, 17years down to 12 years and under, replaced the junior records.  And in 1997 a grade for 18 years was added.
To set the standards, the arguments and research were both exhaustive and exhausting.  Ideally, the fastest of Regional records would have solved the problem,
These were called in.  But the variations of grouped ages – single, two’s and three’s,  with no AGE for the date on which the multiple grades were set,  different age-date determinations,  long course and short course listings etc and the probability that not all officials had been nationally qualified  put this idea aside. 
Existing at that time were national championship RACE RECORDS, for both open and age groups (introduced in 1969 replacing junior, intermediate and senior).

For the years that double-years grades were used at the Age Groups nationals, single year race records were listed in the programs for each event.  These records were 99% accurate –the exception being birthdays after the first day of the meet (championship rule – but not a records rule, once the national age-date determination changed to day-of-the-meet in .1989).


So championship race records were considered favourably over an overall formula, or the first swimmer to create a time being accepted as the national record.
That was not the end of it.  What about the age of swimmers when they set national open records? Unfortunately this did not come into the calculations.  One of the unluckiest could be 17 year old John Munro, He set a NZ open record for 400 medley at the 1990 Commonwealth Games in Auckland - but at that time there were no records for 17year olds...  
Still just Open and Junior.   Not an isolated case.

Setting the standards for the grade for 18 year olds - introduced 1997, had its own problems.  There were comparatively few 18 year olds competing, there were no championship race records for this single age-grade,  and as an incentive to encourage this group, -  using Open records was not recommended.   So a chart of the following was considered - L/C – age when open record was set, S/C conversions of L/C standards, S/C open records, and fastest time of the standards for 17, 16, and 15years grades.
For the other grades:

15 years
existing L/C and S/C Junior records regardless of age when set
16 years
S/C – Junior records as standards


L/C - 16 yrs championship race records


17 years 
S/C – Junior records as standards



L/C – 17 years race records


Below 15 years - championships race records

The rule changes which have since come into effect – e.g. tumble turns etc, - give current swimmers an advantage that earlier swimmers did not have. 
Regards

Norma Williams
