2004 New Zealand Open Championships

March 31st to April 4th 

Waitakere City Aquatic Centre – Auckland

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of time, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness….”    the famous opening lines of Dickens “Tale of Two Cities”  could easily  apply to the 2004 New Zealand Open Championships and Olympic Trials.   It was the putting of these two functions together that made the difference. 

A swimmer could qualify for the Olympic Games, and establish national records in heats, semi-finals and finals  - but could only qualify for national squads in the finals.

The Olympic relay trial was a separate event for the women’s 4 x 100 medley,  when 

three national Invitation Teams contested this event alone.  Whereas this was not the case  for the women’s 4 x 200 freestyle, and men’s medley and freestyle relays.

For these events swimmers in the invitation teams left their Regional teams, and in effect, competed against the weakened Regional teams. A “Clayton’s championship“ 

because composite teams cannot hold a championship title or take a record.

The needs of, and opportunities for Olympic aspirants appeared to be given priority over championship titles. Rules were set aside to accommodate the circumstances,  which meant that some swimmers missed out on titles and squad places.   

Because they ( as individuals)  had to make a choice.

Convoluted ?    But no-one seemed to mind ?  

So the claim that the 2004 Open championships produced some of the best racing in years went unquestioned, even if the results might have future historians scratching their heads as to the whys and hows.

TITLES

Capital’s Toni Jeffs  had a  spectacular win the women’s 50m freestyle with a 0.02s margin over Australian based Nichola Chellingworth.  This was  the tenth time Toni has been unbeaten, every time she has contested this event in the last 14 years.  

Elizabeth van Welie ( Neptune) and Dean Kent (North Shore) continued their hold on the titles for 200m butterfly and 400m medley respectively,  now each with seven consecutive wins.  

And Helen Norfolk (North Shore) bounced back to the impressive form she has shown previously – to win the most individual gold medals (4) -  200m and 400m freestyle,  200m and 400m medley.

Auckland teams won five of the six relay gold medals – breaking the record in the 4 x 100 freestyle with their time of 3m 49.72s.  Team members were Alison Fitch, Sarah Catherwood, Helen Norfolk, Hannah McLean. 

North Shore’s Hannah McLean scooped the women’s three backstroke titles, setting records in the 50m 29.28s , and 100m 1m 01.55s.  Her time in the 200m of 2m 13.71s  claimed Nikki Tanner’s Auckland record of 2m 14.17s.

Corney Swanepoel’s Open national record of 52.50s for the 100m butterfly, was named as the top performance of the meet.  He also won the 50m butterfly. 

Cameron Gibson’s (North Shore)  100m backstroke , with an open record in the semi –final of 55.39s, came hard on the heels of clubmate Scott Talbot Cameron’s national record time of 55.88s.  Gibson also won the 200m backstroke title.

Two titles also went to


Mark Herring (West Auckland Aquatics)   50m and 100m freestyle.


Moss Burmester (Otumoetai)  200m butterfly and 400m freestyle


Ben Labowitch (North Shore) 100m and 200m breaststroke.

Rebecca Linton (Howick-Pakuranga) 800m and 1500m freestyle.

Annabelle Carey (Wharenui) 50m and 100m breaststroke

Georgina Toomey (Jasi)  50m and 100m butterfly.

Others  to take home gold medals were

Alison Fitch (North Shore) 100m freestyle,  Kelly Bentley (Capital) 200m breaststroke,  Andrew McMillan (Neptune) 200m freestyle,  Arjun Haszard (Wharenui)  800m freestyle, Daniel Ryan (Waterhole) 1500m freestyle, Damian Braddock (Capital) 50m backstroke,  Kieran Daly ( North Shore) 50m  breaststroke.

RECORDS

Eight open records were bettered.

Apart from the six mentioned above -  Elizabeth Coster (North Shore) lowered her own 100m butterfly record in the semi-final with her time of 1m 00.47s.

And in the 50m butterfly Nichola Chellingworth clocked 27.31s  ( was 27.82s)

Age-Group records were plentiful -  the swimmers of the future rising to the occasion.

18 years marks -  


Corney Swanepoel,  100m butterfly 52.50s; 50m fly 25.14s, 24.71s,24.40s 

Nathalie Bernard (North Shore )  100m butterfly  1.02.38s (was 1.02.94s)

17 yrs: Georgina Toomey  50m butterfly  28.07s, 27.77s ( 28.09s)

16 yrs: Glenn Snyders (North Shore)  50m breaststroke 29.60, 100m 1.05.39s.

15yrs:  Kelly Newcombe (West Ak Aquatics) 50m backstroke  30.40s  (30.51s)    


    Annabelle Carey (Wharenui) 50 breaststroke  33.46s, 33.32s ( 33.72s)

14yrs:  Kendall Cochrane (Greerton) 50m butterfly  27.96s, 27.86s (28.29s), 

                                                             100m butterfly 1.03.72s,1.03.49s (1.03.72s)

13 yrs: Carmen Ooi (Waterhole) 17m 45.23s ( 17m 51.15s)

OLYMPIC  Selections / Nominations.

Thirteen swimmers have been nominated for the Athens Olympics to be held in August 2004.

Although FINA – the international body for swimming, has allowed 15 months to register qualifying times, (April 1st 2003 to July 15th 2004) - Swimming New Zealand opted this time for a one off attempt – at the 2004 Open Championships.

Previously New Zealand Olympic Committee contained the qualifying period for swimming to an eight months period – from the Pan Pacific Championships 

(usually July-August the previous year) - to the New Zealand Open Championships,  March-April of the Games year.

The pros and cons of this new policy will no doubt be discussed in hind sight.

The main thrust was to focus swimmers to perform on a given date.  

The down side could be argued that the level of competition in New Zealand is such that “ the trials” basically become time-trials – rather than a stiff selection competition as in Australia and USA . The latter have been known to swim, and get straight onto the bus, passports at the ready.

The focus of the swimmer to perform on a given date could be transferred to a nominated sanctioned meet, where the level of competition could better represent the need for race strategies – particularly applicable to the longer events where, at the NZ Championships, a potential Olympian could be 30 metres ahead of the rest of the field.

This option has always been available to New Zealand swimmers based overseas.

And this year was no exception BUT -  the 2004  qualifying  (NZ ‘A’)   times for these conditions, were seriously faster than if they chose to qualify at home (NZ ‘B’ times). 

Until New Zealand’s level of swimming goes up another rung of the ladder – to have swimmers predictably a medallist - rather than aiming to make a final, then the status quo is likely to remain.

But with the NZ‘A’  times,  we would be back with the problem of when to announce nominations, as the northern hemisphere summer season does not even start until after the NZ championships  usual dates. And the FINA requirements to limit countries to one or two swimmers per event is another consideration.

So no swimmers took the NZ ‘A’ option this time.

And six swimmers produced the goods in the individual events, with only one complication of the FINA ‘A’  time coming into effect.

That was in the men’s 100m backstroke – when Scott Talbot-Cameron and Cameron Gibson both bettered  NZ ’B’  time of 56.18s,  meaning only the faster one could go,  unless both did a FINA ‘A’ time 55.63.   Scott did 55.88, and Cameron 55.39.   

Hannah McLean, Helen Norfolk, Corney Swanepoel, Dean Kent and Moss Burmester, along with Cameron Gibson made the grade for individuals.

The relay qualification system is something new.

The top twelve national teams at the Barcelona World Championships relay events have a right to compete in Athens.  Those top-12 in the six relay events have until May 31st to confirm their participation.  After that date FINA will invite four ( or more) nations to accept a nomination to make up fields of 16, for each relay event.

New Zealand will be nominating three relay times registered at the 2004 Open championships for consideration.   And there will be a wait until sometime possibly in June or July ( July 15th is the end of the qualifying period for individual events)   - for an invitation to be received. Trying times.

Those nominated for relay events are:

4x200 free: Alison Fitch, Nathalie Bernard,  Rebecca Linton ( + Helen Norfolk)  

4x100 medley: Annabelle Carey, Elizabeth Coster, Alison Fitch (+ H. McLean)

4x100 medley: Scott Talbot-Cameron, Ben Ladowitch, (+ Swanepoel, Gibson)

These seven swimmers plus the six selected for individual events (13) would make up the second largest NZ Olympic swimming team fielded.  Fourteen swimmers went to the 1996 Atlanta Olympic Games – when five relay swimmers were included.

