N.Z. Records at Pan Pacific Championships

Fukuoka – Japan  

August 24th  to  29th 2002.

In a huge leap up the world rankings  - Alison Fitch’s time of 55.99s in the heats of the 100m freestyle  not only claimed  the national open record  held by Vivienne Rignall  at  56.47s, but equalled the 31st  ranking on the December 2001 world long course lists. 

The only New Zealanders listed there in this event were Vivienne  at 82nd ( 56.82s) and Monique Robins  132nd ( 57.25s.)

And for her performance Alison is entitled to a $500 incentive grant from the Auckland Swimming Association – for breaking an open  long course national record.

That is a far cry from the one-off NZ Sports Foundation’s grants of  few  years ago.

In the late 1980’s -to encourage freestyle sprinting in this country $5000 was offered to the first male to break 51.00s and another $5000 for the first female to better 57.50s. And it worked.

For 14 years the women’s 100m freestyle record had remained unchallenged  since  Rebecca Perrott  clocked 57.6s in 1976.  

In 1990  Toni Jeffs made her first bid  for the booty  when she clocked 57.64s,  then came closer  in 1991 with her time of  57.60s,   and later that year  she hit the jackpot with her time of 57.29s at the Auckland winter championships.

Five years too late for the big money,  Alison Fitch lowered Toni’s 100m freestyle mark twice in 1996,  first with her time of 57.17s and then trimmed that to 57.03s.  

And she equalled this time in 1997.

Monique Robins claimed  the prestigious record   in 2000 when she registered  56.72s in her bid for Sydney Olympic representation, and the record changed hands again shortly after when  Vivienne Rignall  clocked 56.47s.

Now Alison has it back again -  six years after first holding the record.

The men’s $5000 grant  went to John Steel  in Rome, during  a most successful 1990 European tour.  His count-down started in July 1989 -  when he sliced 0.11s off Ross Anderson’s record of 51.58s.  Later that year John came so close  when he registered   51.01s.  For the big pay-out,  John’s time in Rome was 50.71s .

And he twice lowered this mark – 50.57s at the world championships in Perth 1991 leading off the NZ 4 x 100m freestyle relay team.  And 50.12s,   at the 1993 Pan Pacific championships in Kobe,  Japan.

And there the men’s NZ 100m freestyle record has stayed – for nine years.

Two more records tumbled at this year’s Pan Pacific championships, both for women’s Representative Teams relay records.

    4 x100 freestyle 3m 49.75s :  was 3m 53.52s. 

T. Jeffs 59.21s, H. McLean 57.87s, S. Jackson 57.76s,  A. Fitch 55.33s

    4 x 100 medley 4m 16.97s ( was 4m 19.83s)

H. McLean 1.03.29, J. Copland  1.14.27s, M. Allan  1. 03.08,  A.Fitch 56.33.

