What a Mess

Research: - some details needed for an ex-swimmer’s special birthday this year?  

Similar multifarious questions seem to be “all-in-a-day’s” work these days.

But an upper shelf of one of my “swimming” cupboards collapsed.

Worse!  The weight of literally hundreds of the USA Swimming magazine, added one per month over many years, has imploded onto the shelves below, and they have gone down too, making it impossible to get at the earlier issues.

So - the cupboard had to be emptied, to enable the shelves to be repaired.

And now there is the task of sorting and re-organising.  

But of course, it is not just a matter of piling everything back again.

The Magazines were the easy part. As were the Rules, Results and Reports.

It is the other “R” that is taking so long -  all the WRITINGS.  Projects, profiles etc.

There are all sorts of odd bits and pieces to prod memories.

Profiles

I had forgotten that Graeme Campbell (Waikato), 1971 NZ Men’s butterfly titleholder, had been born in Dundee and later spent many years in a European-compound in 

India, where he spent his spare time swimming in the compound pool, and being introduced to the sport.  

Projects

And there was a 1970 circular letter from Wellington, asking for Regions to support their remit for the age-determination of swimmers - to be June 1st (not the day of the performance used here, or the International date of the “year born”.)

This side-tracked me to the current International Youth Ranking lists, to see if Kiwis were correctly listed this year.  Woops !   We are wrong again.

Of the five NZ swimmers listed - four fit the criteria, but one doesn’t.

The fault is not Mark Herring’s – but the date for age-definition which NZ uses.   

International Youth top 25 rankings for 2003 are for 

Boys born 1985 or later, and Girls – born 1987 or later.   

Mark who was born in 1984 is listed - ranked 22nd in the 50 free 23.57s

Others

Corney Swanepoel  
1st 50 butterfly   24.23s





4th 100 butterfly 53.85s



Georgina Toomey
10th 50 butterfly 27.87s


Kelly Newcombe
19th 100 backstroke 1.04.28s





21st 200 backstroke 2.16.72s


Annabelle Carey
22nd 50 breaststroke  33.49s


To correct the problem, 

Either: the year of birth of all our swimmers needs to be listed beside each 

 swimmer’s name, in ALL results.

e.g. 
Mark Herring   84   WAQAK ………….



Corney Swanepoel 86  NSSAK ……..

Or:  New Zealand adopts the International system of Year-of-birth Age-Date ?  

       (NZ Waterpolo, diving and synchro already use the Year of Birth date.)

Reports:

And then there is a report written by Cecil Colwin – South African coach and swimming journalist, supplied after a lecture tour in NZ during 1970.  Part of his contract was to write a critique – on what he had observed here.

He listed eleven points, and then took another eleven pages for explanations.

How many of his comments are still relevant?

Quote:  The inhibiting factors, as I see them, are: 

1. An inadequate annual programme with competition NOT ideally scheduled for 

year-round participation and holding the swimmer to progressively improving

performances. 

2. A lack of incentive for both swimmers and coaches and, therefore, an insufficient 

number of coaches and swimmers, together with a below-par standard in 

comparison with the existing natural talent.

3. Difficulty in obtaining access to the numerous training venues and insufficient 

use of these facilities in those instances where they are available

.

4. Limited international contact by swimmers, coaches and administrators.

5. A lack of a common goal; an inadequate liaison between coaches and administrators.

6. Time and effort involved in club and Centre “learn to swim” programmes which,

ideally and realistically are, or should be, the responsibility of the National and Provincial government educational authorities.

7. Insufficient and/or inadequate channelling of administrative duties into duly 

appointed sub-committees at both National and Provincial levels.

8.   The lack of seasonal competitive swimming programmes in the schools.

9.    A need for more administrators, with the ability to not only administer the sport

but also to actively promote it by way of obtaining finance, handling commercial

sponsors and conducting large scale  swim festivals etc.

10.  Inadequate development  of the National Age-Group programme.

11.  A need to educate the parents of the swimmers to the demands of modern    

       competitive swimming.”

************

All this reminiscing does not help reduce the piles of paper scattered everywhere.

Must get back to the clutter.





Norma Williams.

