Hello Coaches,

I have come to a tough decision in regard my involvement with the regions coaching programme, I am standing aside, effective immediately – except for the report from the camp, following shortly.

It is 44 years to the month, 1966 I opened the Te Awamutu Swimming Baths as pool custodian / coach for the summer season, water temp a cool 19 degrees Fahrenheit.v

It’s been a fantastic journey from 8 years in the Waikato ,20 years Canterbury and 12 years Bay of Plenty and a couple of extras tacked on the end working with the regions.

I don’t feel I am walking away without achieving what I set out to do with this regional programme – from the first meetings where I floated the idea with Merle Jonson, Shona Hutt, there has been a huge amount achieved, much more than anyone who is presently involved, with exception of Shona and myself, can imagine.
As I have constantly reminded everyone ‘you have something special happening in the regions’ do not lose it!

I have suggested that you must put in place a Director of Coaching who can take this programme to the next level. You have been taken by the hand to this stage now, it is up to you coaches. If you have a problem remembering where this started for you, go through all the information that has been sent to you , the visits and the subsequent feedback, camps, coach summits ( the calibre of international coaches who have been involved and have opened up contacts for you) - changes made to the competition programme and the management of the programme and the Aquaknights pathway, challenging but realistic – in 44 years, I have not seen this programme matched by anything else in our sport, for consistency of delivery and the integrity of the delivery.

I have timed this announcement to coincide with the CNI Champs, anticipating that a number of our regions coaches will be attending, this will give you the opportunity to discuss with the executive the way forward – please do not lose or change the concept get the new Director of Coaching employed ‘you will not get it back’ if you do nothing.

I will continue with the Programme Director for Paralympics through to London so I will catch up with some of you around the pool at some stage.

All the best.
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